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DETAILED ACTION 

Applicant is advised that the Examiner assigned to this Application has changed. 
The Examiner currently assigned to this Application is Eric Silverman, PhD, whose 
contact information can be found at the end of this action. Applicant is further advised 
that this Application is currently assigned to Art Unit 1615. 

Receipt of Applicants' Response to Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment, filed 
1/27/2006, is acknowledged. 

Claims 1-11, 13-29, 31-41 are pending, and claims 1-4, 6, 29, 31, and 37-41 are 
withdrawn. As such, claims 5, 7-28, and 32-36 are currently being considered on the 
merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 5, 7-28, 30, and 32-36 remain rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by US 4,603,044 or WO 88/00474, to Geho et al for reasons of record and 
reasons discussed below. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments have been fully considered, but are not persuasive. 
Applicant argues that Geho does not disclose multiple linked units. However, attention 
is drawn to the diagram on col.'s 5 and 6 of Geho, which clearly shows two linked units, 
said units being linked by a bridging chromium atom. The two linked units of Geho read 
on "multiple linked units" of instant claims. 
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Claims 5, 13, 22, 24, 32 and 33 remain rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by US 5,407,660 

Response to Arguments 

Applicants' arguments have been fully considered, but are not persuasive. 

Applicants' argument that the Bosworth's compounds are water-soluble whereas 
the compounds of the claims are insoluble is not persuasive because there is no 
limitation in the claims that requires the compounds of the invention to be insoluble. 
Further, Bosworth's compounds are, in at least some embodiments, water insoluble. 
Note col. 5, lines 25 - 28 where the liposomes of Bosworth become suspended in an 
aqueous solution. If the liposomes are suspended in water, they do not dissolve, and 
thus are water insoluble. Applicants' further argue that Bosworth does not disclose 
multiple units linked by a metal bridge. However, this is inherent in the disclosure of 
Bosworth. Note that Bosworth discloses chelated metal cations, including lanthanide 
(III) cations, such as gadolinium (III) (Example 1, C and D). The chelating agents are 
bulky octadentate ligands. Lanthanides cations are known to have coordination 
numbers of at least eight, and sometimes as high as ten. A single octadentate ligand 
would not be able to occupy all of the coordination sites on a single gadolinium ion 
because of conformational constraints. As such, at least two ligands units inherently 
bind to each gadolinium (III) ion, the result being multiple linked chelating units, wherein 
the link is via a gadolinium bridge, as required by instant claims. 

Claims 5, 13, 15, 18, 22, 24, 32 - 35 remain rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by US 4,310,506 to Baldeschieler. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicants' arguments have been fully considered, but are not persuasive. 

Applicants' argue that Baldeschieler does not disclose multiple linked units. 
However, this is an inherent feature of the disclosure. Baldeschieler discloses metals, 
such as cobalt, which are preferably chelated by the tridentate ligand NTA (col. 3, lines 
20 - 26). However, cobalt has a coordination number between four and eight, which 
means that at least two NTA ligands must coordinate to each cobalt ion. As such, the 
complexes disclosed by Baldeschieler inherently comprise two linked chelating units 
(NTA), wherein the units are linked by a bridging unit (cobalt). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Hu et al., "Lord of the Rings: An Octameric Lanthanum 
Pyrazolonate Cluster", Angew. Chem. Int. Ed., 2000, 39(15) pp. 2745-2747 is noted for 
the teaching the coordination number of lanthanide ions. The disclosure "Cobalt", 
downloaded from the world wide web from bilbo.chem.uri.edu/PeriodicTable/cobalt.htm 
is noted for the teaching of the coordination number of cobalt. 

No claims are allowed. No claims are free of the prior art. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eric E. Silverman, PhD whose telephone number is 571 
272 5549. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday 7:30 am to 4:00 
pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thurman K. Page can be reached on 571 272 0602. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Busine^Cetnter (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Eric E. Silverman, PhD 
Art Unit 1615 



